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SUBVERSIVE INFLUENCE IN THE EDUCATIONAL 
PROCESS 


THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 1955 


Untrep States SENATE, 
SuscomMitTree To INVESTIGATE THE ADMINISTRATION 
OF THE IwrerNAL Securrry Act AND 
Orner Internat Securiry Laws 
OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 
Washington, D.C. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to notice, at 10 a. m., in room 318, 
Senate Office Building, Senator William E. Jenner presiding. 

Present: Senator Jenner. 

Also present: J. G. Sourwine, chief counsel; Alva C. Carpenter, 
associate counsel; and Benjamin Mandel, director of research. 

Senator Jenner. Call the first witness. 

Mr. Sourwine. Mary Knowles. 

Senator Jenner. Mrs. Knowles, will you be sworn to testify? Do 
you swear the testimony given at this hearing will be the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mrs. Know tes. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF MARY KNOWLES, ACCOMPANIED BY HENRY W. 
SAWYER III, HER COUNSEL 


Senator Jenner. State your full name. 

Mrs. Knowters. Mary Knowles. 

Senator Jenner. Where do you reside? 

Mrs. Knowtes. 413 Valley Forge Road, Wayne. 

Senator Jenner. Do you object to the photographers taking your 
picture while you are testifying? 

Mrs. Know es. Well, it is not very pleasant. 

Senator JENNER. All right. 

Gentlemen, will you cease until we finish the testimony? Thank 
you. 

Mr. Sourwine— 

Gentlemen, will you finish your pictures and step aside, please? 
It interferes with the witness, and she has requested that you leave. 

Mr. Sourwine, will you proceed with the questioning? 

Mr. Sawyer. I would like to note an objection on the record of 
the lack of a quorum before the questioning commences. 

Mr. Sovurwine. Will you give your name for the record ? 

Mr. Sawyer. Henry W. Sawyer III. 

Senator Jenner. Sawyer? 

Mr. Sawyer. S-a-w-y-e-r. 
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Senator Jenner. Where is your residence? 

Mr. Sawyer. My office address is 117 South 17th Street, Phila- 
delphia. 

Senator Jenner. Philadelphia. All right. 

This committee is duly constituted under the rules of committee, and 
one member may sit for the purpose of taking testimony. 

Proceed, Mr. Sourwine. 

Mr. Sourwtne. Where are you employed, Mrs. Knowles? 

Mrs. Knowtes. At the William Jeanes Memorial Library, Plym- 
outh Meeting, Pa. 

Mr. Sourwrine. Could you speak a little more loudly; it is very 
difficult to hear you. 

Mrs. Knowres. Yes,I shalltryto. Isthat better? 

Mr. Sourwine. That is much better. 

You were born at Waltham, Mass. ? 

Mrs. Knowtes. That is right. 

Mr. Sourwine. You were educated at Bates College, Lewiston, 
Maine? 

Mrs. Knowtss. Right. 

Mr. Sourwine. Your maiden name was Mary Ruth Gardner? 

Mrs. Knowtes. Right. 

Mr. Sourwine. You married Clive Dorman Knowles, April 21, 
1933 ? 

Mrs. Know tes. Right. 

aon Sourwine. Did you ever live at 45 Sudbury Road, Weston, 
Mass. ? 

Mrs. Knowtes. Yes, I did. It was in the forties, I can’t remember 
the exact dates; it was several years. 

Mr. Sourwtne. How long did you live there? 

Mrs. Knowtes. Two years, maybe; I am not sure exactly how long. 

Mr. Sourwtne. Can you tell us where you have lived since then ? 

Mrs. Know ss. I lived in several places. Norwood, Mass. 

Mr. Sourwtne. Norwood? 

Mrs. KNowtes. Massachusetts. 

Mr. Sourwrine. Is that where you lived after you left Weston? 

Mrs. Knowtes. No; I didn’t have—I was living with friends after 
I left Weston, and then I went from there to my own apartment in 
Norwood. 

Mr. Sourwtne. Where was it that you lived after you left—— 

Mrs. Know tes. I was living in Malden. 

Mr. Sourwitne. Morgan? 

Mrs. KNowtes. Malden. 

Mr. Sourwrne. Malden, Mass. ? 

Mrs. Knowzegs. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwtne. How long was that? 

Mrs. Knowtes. That was a couple of years. 

Mr. Sourwine. About 2 years? 

Mrs. Know es. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. Where was that in Malden? 

Mrs. Knowtes. May I consult with my counsel ? 

Mr. Sourwine. Of course. 

Senator JENNER. You may at any time. 

Mrs. Knowtes. Should I ask you for permission each time or can 
I just talk with him ? 
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Senator Jenner. We would like your testimony and not the testi- 
mony of your counsel; but any time you feel the need for consulting 
with your counsel you are privileged to doso. 

Mrs. Knowzes. Thank you. But should I ask you before I do it? 

Senator Jenner. It is necessary. The record will so show that you 
conferred with counsel before responding to a question. 

(Witness confers with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Knowtes. I would like at this time—tell me if you can hear 
this—I would like at this time to say that this is the third time that 
I have been called to Washington, and that on this occasion, as on 
the other occasions, I have the same thing to say: First, that I am not 
a Communist; that I am not a member of the Communist Party, and 
that for many, many years I have had no connection, direct or indirect, 
with any organization on the Attorney General’s list. 

Further than that I have no knowledge of any matters concerning 
national security; I have no knowledge of any matters concerning 
the Internal Security Act of 1950; I have no knowledge of any mat- 
ters of subversion, sabotage, or espionage, of infiltration, of violent 
overthrow of the Government, of any acts concerning any foreign 
powers or any other illegal act. 

In view of these things and the fact that I am a private citizen 
employed in a private institution under the care of a religious organi- 
zation, I feel that I have no information that would be within the 
power or the jurisdiction of this duly organized committee to ask 
of me. 

Senator Jenner. Mrs. Knowles, you were called before this com- 
mittee, I think, one time before. As I look back at the record I be- 
lieve it was on May 21, 1953. 

At that time this committee was inquiring particularly into your 
association and affiliation with the Communist Party. We asked you 
at that time if you were a member of the Communist Party, and you 
declined to answer the question. 

Now certain matters have come to the information of this com- 
mittee, and we are now seeking to bring up to date our record. 

Were you ever a member of the Communist Party Mrs. Knowles? 

Mrs. Know tes. I have told you my feelings on that, that I decline— 
I have just said that I had no more information to add to what I have 
already given. 

Senator Jenner. Well, you did not give this committee any informa- 
tion. You would not at that time even tell us whether or not you were 
employed as a secretary at Simmons University. 

Go ahead, Mr. Sourwine. 

Mr. Sourwine. Are we to understand, Mrs. Knowles, that you are 
refusing to answer the question as to where you lived in Malden, 
Mass. ? 

Mrs. Knowtes. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. And your grounds for so doing are that you feel 
this committee does not have jurisdiction to ask you the question; is 
that right? 

Mrs. Knowtess. That is right. 

Mr. Sourwine. You are not claiming your privilege under the 
fifth amendment ? 

Mrs. Know tes. I am not. 
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Mr. Sovrwine. You might have a right to claim your privilege 
under the fifth amendment to refuse to testify against yourself if you 
felt that to answer that question might tend to incriminate you. 

You are not claiming that privilege? 

Mrs. Know es. I am not claiming the fifth amendment privilege. 

Mr. Sourwrne. Now, the first time you appeared before this com- 
mittee you did claim the privilege under the fifth amendment with 
respect to certain questions. 

The second time you appeared before us you did claim, you did 
assert, a privilege under the first amendment to refuse to answer 
questions. 

Are you asserting a first amendment privilege today ? 

Mrs. Knowres. No; I am not. I feel that is implicit, that that is 
something that everyone is entitled to, and that there is no particular 
reason for invoking it particularly. 

Mr. Sourwine. Yes. 

Are you familiar with the first amendment? 

Mrs. Knowtzs. Yes; I am. 

Mr. Sourwine. What does it concern ? 

Mrs. Know tes. It concerns freedom of speech and freedom of reli- 
gion and, conversely, the right to be silent. 

Mr. Sourwine. It concerns a prohibition on the Congress against 
making any laws respecting the establishment of a religion or the free 
exercise thereof or prohibiting freedom of speech or of the press—— 

Mrs. Know.es. And assembly. 

Mr. Sourwine (continuing). Or of assembling; forbidding the 
right of people to assemble and petition for the redress of grievances. 

You claim no rights are violated by the questions this morning—— 

Mrs. Knowzzs. I have said I was not invoking the first amendment 
this morning. 

Mr. Sourwine. I specifically asked whether you feel that any of 
your rights under the first amendment have been violated by the 
questions asked here this morning. 

Mrs. Knowues. Yes; I do. 

Mr. Sourwrng. What right? 

Mrs. Knowtzs. The fact that I am here. 

Mr. Sourwine. You think your right under the firs: amendment 
has been violated by being summoned here? 

Mrs. Knowugs. Yes; I do. 

Mr. Sourwine. With regard to the questions asked you, do I under- 
stand you feel your right under the first amendment has been violated 
because you have a right under the first amendment to be silent? 

Mrs. Knowtes. Yes; and to go along with the general feeling that 
if my right has been violated by being summoned here, then any other 
questions would, of course, be necessarily a violation of it. 

Mr. Sourwine. Do you feel, Mrs. Knowles, that any witness has 
a right under the first amendment to be silent when he or she chooses? 

Mrs. Know es. I feel that if a—yes; I think they do have that right. 
I do think that the committee, duly elected and representative of the 
United States Government, certainly has a right to have investigations 
and to ask questions, too. I mean, there are those two things that 
I think are—— 

Mr. Sourwine. Mrs. Knowles, you were answering questions very 
nicely about where you had lived until I asked you about a period in 
Malden, Mass. 
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Is there anything in connection with the question about your address 
in Malden, Mass., which would set it apart from the other questions 
about where you had lived? 

Mrs. Knowtes. I think that that would come under my declining 
to answer it, in the first place. 

Senator Jenner. You have opened up the field, Mrs. Knowles, 
when you told us some of the places where you had lived. Now this 
ete is entitled to a résumé of the other places where you had 
ived. 

Mrs. Knows. Well, I am sorry, I can’t give it to you. 

Senator Jenner. Let the record show the witness is conferring with 
counsel before answering the question. 

(Witness confers with her counsel.) 

Mr. Sourwine. Have you concluded ? 

Mrs. Knowtes. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. Have you read the Internal Security Act, Mrs. 
Knowles ? 

Mrs. Know tes. I haven’t read it in its entirety; no. 

Mr. Sourwrine. Not having read the Internal Security Act, do you 
consider yourself an expert upon the act? 

Mrs. Knowtes. No; I donot. But 

Mr. Sourwine. How are you in a position to tell this committee that 
you have no knowledge of any matters under that act? 

Mrs. Knowtes. Well, I did have general knowledge, I mean the sort 
of thing that comes out in the paper, about the act, and the fact that it 
was set up for subversion control in the United States, the fact that 
Communist Party officials, that the Communist Party or subversive 
organizations had to register, that officials also had to register, and 
members had to register, and since, at the time that was passed, it had 
nothing to do with me, I didn’t concern myself with it further. 

Mr. Sourwine. Are you aware that the sections you have cited are 
only parts of the Subversive Activities Control Act, which is title I 
of the Internal Security Act; that there are other titles of the Internal 
Security Act, and that there are a great many provisions in those 
other titles? Did you know all of that? 

Mrs. Knowtes. Well, as I say, I didn’t know. I hadn’t read the 
whole act. 

Mr. Sourwine. Well, can you say now that you have no knowledge 
of any matters which fall within the purview of the Internal Security 
Act as a whole? 

Senator Jenner. Mr. Counsel 

Mr. Sawyer. I am sorry, sir. 

Senator Jenner (continuing). I am going to admonish you that 
you are here by privilege only. A question was asked the witness, 
and you were whispering in her ear before she responded. We want 
her testimony and not yours. 

You follow the rules of the committee or I will remove you from 
the committee room. 

Mr. Sawyer. Yes, indeed, sir; Iam sorry I did that. I do think she 
is being cross-examined on legal matters. 

Senator Jenner. All right; she may confer with you at any time 
she wishes, but we do not want you to whisper in the witness’ ear 
prior to her making any response. 

69188—55—pt. 14 
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Mrs. Knowtrs. May I have the question again, please ? 

Mr. Sourwine. Yes. The question concerns your own statement 
which you made earlier that you knew nothing about any matters 
under the Internal Security Act. I am asking you whether you can 
now say, now that it has been established that you have not read the 
whole act, that there are substantial portions of the act that you have 
never seen, whether you can now say that you have no knowledge of 
any matters under the Internal Security Act? 

enator JENNER. Let the record show the witness, before respond- 
ing, confers with her counsel. 

(Witness confers with her counsel.) 

Mr. Sourwine. Mr. Chairman, while the witness is taking this time 
to confer with counsel, I respectfully suggest that, in view of the 
witness’ challenge to the jurisdiction of this committee, the chairman 
order that the committee resolution authorizing one person to sit as 
a committee for the purpose of taking testimony, together with the 
Judiciary Committee resolution covering the point and under which 
the subcommittee resolution was approved, may be ordered inserted 
in the record. 

Senator Jenner. It will be so ordered and incorporated in the 
record and become a part of the record. 

(The documents referred to were marked “Exhibit No. 1” and “Ex- 
hibit No. 2” and appear below:) 


Hxursit No. 1 
INTERNAL SECURITY SUBCOMMITTEE RESOLUTION 


Pursuant to authority of subsection (3) of rule XXV, as amended, of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate (S. Res. 180, 8lst Cong., 2d sess., agreed to Feb. 1, 
1950) and the resolution of the Judiciary Committee thereunder approved Jan- 
uary 20, 1955, and the resolution of the Internal Security Subcommittee there- 
under approved February 7. 1955, a quorum of one Senator of such subcom- 
mittee is authorized to sit for the purpose of taking the sworn testimony of any 
witness in open session. 

(Adopted April 20, 1955.) 


Exnuisit No. 2 
SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE RESOLUTION 


Resolved by the Committee on the Judiciary, That each subcommittee thereof 
shall, pursuant to subsection (3) of rule XXV, as amended, of the Standing 
Rules of the Senate (S. Res. 180, 81st Cong., 2d sess., agreed to Feb. 1, 1950), 
fix a quorum of such subcommittee for the purpose of taking sworn testimony 
which shall consist of not less than 2 Senators of such subcommittee, except (1) 
when any subcommittee in its judgment, two-thirds of the subcommittee mem- 
bers concurring, may authorize a quorum of 1 Senator of such subcommittee 
for the purpose of taking such testimony, and (2) for the purpose of taking such 
testimony with respect to any private relief measure or question relating to 
private relief the quorum so fixed shall consist of 1 Senator of such subcommittee. 

(Adopted January 20, 1955.) 


Mr. Sourwtne. Are you ready to answer the question, Mrs. 
Knowles? 

Mrs. Knowtes. Just a minute, please. 

(Witness confers with her counsel.) 

Mr. Sawyer. I believe the witness is ready to answer the question. 

Senator Jenner. Are you ready to respond ? 

Mrs. Knowxes. What was the final form of the question ? 
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‘Senator Jenner. Would you read the question, Mr. Reporter? __ 

Mr. Sourwine. I will ask the question again in a form which I think 
will be perfectly clear to you. : 

You have stated here voluntarily, in a statement you asked permis- 
sion to make to the committee, that you had no knowledge of any mat- 
ters under the Internal Security Act. 

Since then we have developed from your answers that there are 
substantial portions of that act which you have never read. 

I am asking you if you wish to reiterate, if you can still make the 
statement that you have no knowledge of any matters under the In- 
ternal Security Act? 

Mrs. Know.es. Well, as I understood the Internal Security Act, 
when it was of interest to me to find out what it was about, I had no 
knowledge of anything that it was concerned with, so I didn’t read 
the whole thing. I mean, I don’t know 

Mr. Sourwine. Well, Mrs. Knowles, I do not want to fence with 
you. I am giving you an opportunity to change your testimony if 
you want to. 

You have testified here that you have no knowledge of any matters 
under the Internal Security Act. Since it is perfectly clear that you 
do not know everything that is comprehended within the Internal 
Security Act, it is perfectly clear that you could not, in good faith, 
make that statement, and I am giving you an opportunity to nee it. 

Mrs. Knowuzs. Well, perhaps, you could tell me some of the fields 
that I might have information in; I don’t know. 

Mr. Sourwtne. The committee does not have to inform the witness 
at the outset as to the full purpose of its questioning, and the commit- 
tee does not have to speculate publicly, and on the record, concerning 
the information which you have. 

We are concerned with your statement to the committee that you 
had no information concerning the Internal Security Act. I think 
that has been established, as a statement which was, shall we say, 
perhaps, an exaggeration, perhapsanerror. I am asking you whether 
you wish to stand by that statement or whether you wish now to 
withdraw it. 

Mrs. Know es. I will say that within the limits of my knowledge 
of the act, I had no knowledge of anything that applied to that. 

Mr. Sourwtne. I see; and that is all you meant eos by your origi- 
nal statement to us? 

Mrs. Knowtes. That is right. 

Mr. Sourwine. You see I am trying to be completely fair with you. 

Now, do you consider yourself an expert on national security, Mrs. 
Knowles? 

Mrs. Know es. Well, that is rather—I mean, who is an expert ex- 
cept the people highest up in the Government ? 

{r. Sourwrxe. Well, the question is whether you consider yourself 
an expert in national security. 

Mrs. Knowtes. No; I certainly do not consider myself. 

Mr. Sourwrne. If you are not an expert in national security, how 
can you say that you have no knowledge of any matters pertaining to 
national security ? 

Mrs. Knowtes. Well, I have no knowledge of anything pertaining 
to national security. 

Mr. Sourwine. All right. 
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Senator Jenner. At that point, Mrs. Knowles, you say you have no 
knowledge of anything that would affect the national security of the 
United States. Then I want to ask you whether or not you have 
ever been a member of the Communist Party. 

Mrs. Knowtes. And I will answer as i aia before, I decline to 
answer that question. 

Senator Jenner. For what reason do you decline to answer that 
question ? a 

Mrs. Know.es. On the same grounds, that I felt it was not within 
the jurisdiction of the committee. 

Senator Jenner. Well, of course, we will not recognize your re- 
fusal and your declining for that reason. 

Mrs. Knowtes. Yes; I know. 

Senator Jenner. I order and direct that you answer the question. 

Mrs. Knowtezs. And I decline. 

Senator Jenner. All right. 

Mr. Sourwine. Mrs. Knowles, have you had any experience with 
espionage matters? 

Mrs. Know tes. I beg your pardon; I did not hear. 

Mr. Sourwtne. Have you had any experience with espionage mat- 
ters? 

Mrs. Know zs. I have already stated that I had no knowledge of 
any espionage matters. 

Mr. Sourwine. Well, this is what I am trying to get at. You al- 
ready stated that you had no knowledge of anything having to do 
with espionage. I believe the situation to be that you are no more of 
an expert on espionage than you are an expert on the Internal Security 
Act, and I am wondering again what your basis is for stating that you 
have no knowledge whatsoever with respect to any espionage. 

Let me explain it to you, Mrs. Knowles. Don’t you realize that a 
person might be an agent, a subversive agent, a spy, might be well cov- 
ered, you might not know it, you might not suspect it, you might have 
no reason to suspect it, and yet you might have information concern- 
ing that person which would help this committee. Can’t you under- 
stand that? 

Mrs. Knowtes. Well, I suppose it could happen with people, but I 
just don’t 

Mr. Sourwine. Unless you have the kind of X-ray eye that can 
look at any person and determine immediately whether that person 
is or is not subversive, you cannot say that you do not know any per- 
sons who were subversive or that you do not have any information 
concerning subversives; can’t you see that? 

Mrs. Knowtes. Well, I see, I can see, as you explain it. But that 
doesn’t mean that I go along with it. 

Mr. Sourwine. Doesn’t that change your mind in any way with 
regard to assisting this committee? Won’t you answer this commit- 
tee’s questions, as long as they do not involve you in any incriminating 
answer ? 

Mrs. Know tes. No. 

Mr. Sourwtne. You will not. 

Mrs. Knowtes. That is right. 

Mr. Sourwine. Were you librarian at the South Norwood Branch 
Library in Norwood, Mass. ? 

Mrs. Know tes. Yes. 
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Mr. Sourwine. Until when? 

Mrs. Know tes. Until after coming here to Washington in May 
1953. 

Mr. Sourwine. Yes, 

And did you resign from that position or were you discharged ¢ 

Mrs. Know tes. 1 was discharged. 

Mr. Sourwine. Why do you think you were discharged, or if you 
know, why were you discharged / 

Mrs. Know.es. Well, it was because of coming down here. 

Mr. Sourwine. Because of coming down here? 

Mrs. Knowues. And the whole situation. 

Senator JENNER. Was it because of coming down here or because 
of the answers that you gave to the committee when you came down 
here ¢ 

Mrs. Knowtes. It may very well be; I don’t know. 

Senator JENNER. You do not know; that is a proper answer. 

Mr. Sourwine. Were you told why you had been discharged, Mrs, 


Knowles ? 

Mrs. Know es. Not officially. 

Mr. Sourwine. Now, where were you employed after that? 

Mrs. Know.es. At the Plymouth Meeting Library. 

Mr. Sourwine. Where you are now employed ? 

Mrs. Know tes. That is right. 

Mr. Sourwine. As a librarian. 

Will you tell the committee how you happened to obtain that posi- 
tion ? 

Mrs. Knowtgs. Yes. I went to an office that is in charge of the 
special libraries division of the American Library Association that 
acts as a go-between between libraries that need people and people 
that need libraries. 

Mr. Sourwine. And—— 

Mrs. Knowtes. And I registered; and then Plymouth Meeting 
came looking for someone, and they gave them my name, and that was 
the way it started. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did someone at Plymouth Meeting contact you and 
say, “We got your name from the registry and we want to interview 
you”? 


Mrs. KNOwLEs. 
Mr. SourwIine. 
Mrs. KNow es. 
Mr. SourwIne. 
Mrs. KNow es. 
Mr. SourwIine. 
Mrs. KNow .es. 
Mr. SourwIne. 
Mrs. KNow .es. 
Mr. SourwIne. 
Mrs. KNow .gs. 
Mr. SourwIne. 
Mrs. KNow Les. 
Mr. Sourwline. 
Mrs. KNow es. 
Mr. SourwIne. 
Mrs. KNow .es. 


That is right. 

Who was that person ? 

It was the chairman of the library committee. 
And who is he? 

It is Mrs. Tapley. 

T-a-p-l-e-y ? 

Yes. 

Do you know her first name ? 

Lillian, Mrs. Paul. 

Did you then go where she was to interview you? 
No; she came to see me, 

She came to see you? 

Yes. 

Where were you living at the time? 

In Wayne. 

In where? 

Wayne. 
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Mr. Sourwinz. Wayne, Pa. 

How far is that from Plymouth Meeting ? 

Mrs. Knowtes. About 8 miles. 

Mr. Sourwine. How long had you been living in Wayne? 

Mrs. Knowtes. Oh, not very long, 2 or 3 weeks. 

Mr. Sourwine. What had made you go to Wayne? 

Mrs. Knowtes. I moved to Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Sourwine. Yes. 

Mrs. Knowtgs. A place where to live. 

Mr. Sourwine. Yes. What prompted you to go to Pennsylvania 
after being so long in Massachusetts ? 

Mrs. Knowtes. Well, excuse me just a minute. 

(Witness confers with her counsel.) 

Mrs. KnNowtes. Well, the reason I came to Pennsylvania was because 
I couldn’t get a job in Massachusetts. 

Mr. Sourwine. I think that is the reason why you moved from 
Massachusetts, but not a reason why you went to Pennsylvania. How 
did you happen to pick Pennsylvania? Did you know you were going 
to get a job in Pennsylvania ? 

Mrs. NowLEs. No; I did not. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did you have any particular hope of getting a job 
in Pennsylvania ¢ 

Mrs. Know.es. Well, I felt that it might be a possibility. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did you know of any jobs in Wayne? 

Mrs. Knowtes. No did not. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did you have any friends int Wayne? 

Mrs, Knowes. No; I did not. 

Mr. Sourwrye. Did you have any relatives in Wayne? 

Mrs. Knowtes. No; Tdid not. 

Mr. Sourwine. How big a town is Wayne? 

Mrs. Knowtes. Well, 1 don’t know. I think it is about 5,000. It 
is part of a township, and you know Pennsylvania has many little 
places in each township. 

Mr, Sourwine. I am just trying to get for the record some explana- 
tion of why it was that when you decided to‘leave Massachusetts you 
picked Wayne, Pa., a little town of 5,000, part of a township, where 

ou had no friends, where you had no relatives, where you had not 
n before and where you had no knowledge that there was any job. 
Why did you choose that place to go? 
rs. Know es. I don’t believe you have asked me if I had any 
friendsthere. Had you asked me that first ? 

Mr. Sourwine. Did you have friends there ? 

Mrs. Know es. Well, there was a friend who was moving at the 
same time, and we moved together. Also, we went to Wayne because 
they have very good schools in that township. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did you plan to go to school ? 

Mrs. Know es. No, but my son is in school. 

Mr. Sourwinz. You went there so that your son could go to a good 
school ? 

Mrs. Knowues. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. Who was the friend with whom you moved? 

Mrs. Knowtes. She wasa friend of long standing. 

Mr. Sourwine. Yes; I say who was she? 

Mrs. Know es. Is that important ? 
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Mr. Sourwine. I think so in view of your volunteering that you 
went with a friend; yes, I think it is a proper question. 

Senator Jenner. Let the record show the witness, before responding, 
confers with counsel. 

(Witness confers with her counsel.) — 

Mrs. Know tes. I feel that in answering these questions, I would 
like to be able to answer them fully and freely, but in view of what 
happens when such personal questions are asked, when it concerns a 
personal friend of mine, I feel that I cannot answer the question. 

Mr. Sourwine. Why? 

Mrs. Know es. In view of what happens; I mean, the publicity 
and the unpleasantness that is bound to ensue. 

Mr. Sourw1ne. You mean you are refusing to answer that question 
because you feel that if you did it might cause some unpleasantness 
to your friend? 

Mrs. Know tes. I am sure it would. 

Mr. Sourwrne. Is that your sole reason for refusing to answer ? 

Mrs. Know tes. It is. 

Mr. Sourwine. Mr. Chairman, I ask that the witness be ordered and 
directed to answer the question. 

Senator Jenner. I order and direct that you answer the question. 

Mrs. Knowtes. I decline. 

Mr. Sourwine. Other than this friend with whom you moved to 
Wayne, did you have any other friends in Wayne? 

Mrs. Knowtes. I did not. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did you know anyone else in Wayne? 

Mrs. Knowtes. No; I did not. 

Mr. Sourwine. You had never been to Wayne before? 

Mrs. Knowtes. I had not. 

Mr. Sourwine. How did you find a place to stay in Wayne? 

Mrs. Knowtes. Well, it is not my house; I mean, I am not renting 
nor did I buy the house where I am staying. I am staying with my 
friend. 

Mr. Sourwrne. Did she buy the house? 

Mrs. Knowues. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwtne. Did she buy the house before you went to Wayne? 

Mrs. Knowtes. Yes; but I would rather not go into this; this 
question of buying and selling houses and so forth doesn’t seem to me 
particularly relevant. 

Mr. Sourwine. What is the address at which you live in Wayne? 

Mrs. Know es. I have already given that. 

Mr. Sourwine. That is the address where you lived with your 
friend, and that is the house that is owned by your friend? 

Mrs. Knowtes. That is right. 

Mr. Sourwine. You must realize that with that information the 
committee can identify the friend. 

Mrs. Knowtes. I am sure that is true. 

Mr. Sourwtne. Do you still refuse to tell us? 

Mrs. Know es. I do. 

Mr. Sourwine. Do you know the present whereabouts of your for- 
mer husband, Clive Dorman Knowles? 

Mrs. Knowtes. As far as I know it is New York. 

Mr. Sourwrtne. Do you know where he is employed in New York? 

Mrs. Knowtes. Do you mean the street or do you mean—— 

Mr. Sourwtxr. No; by whom. 
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Mrs. Know es (continuing). Or do you mean the organization ? 

Mr. Sourwine. Yes; by whom ? 

Mrs. Kwowxes. As far as I know, it is the packinghouse workers. 

Mr. Sourwine. Was your former husband, Clive Dorman Knowles, 
to your knowledge, active in Communist Party matters ? 

Mrs. Know tes. I decline to answer that. 

Mr. Sourwine. Why ? 

Mrs. Know es. On the same grounds that I gave before. 

Mr. Sourwine. You have given several different grounds. What 
is the ground this time for which you refuse to answer the question 
as to whether your husband, your former husband, to your knowledge, 
was active in Communist Party matters ? 

Mrs. Know es. Excuse me. 

Senator Jenner. Let the record show the witness, before respond- 
ing, conferred with counsel. 

( Witness confers with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Knowtres. It is on all the grounds that I had previously 
mentioned. 

Senator Jenner. I did not understand it. 

Mrs. Knowtgs. All of the grounds that I had previously mentioned. 

Senator Jenner. Well, you will have to restate them, please. 

Mrs. Knowtes. That I don’t think it is within the power and the 
jurisdiction of this committee. I have no information upon that that 
would be within their power to ask. 

Mr. Sourwrne. Are you refusing to answer this question also 
because you feel that, if you answered it, it might cause some unpleas- 
antness to Clive Dorman Knowles? 

Mrs. Knowtes. That I couldn’t say. 

Mr. Sourwrne. That is not the reason why you are refusing to 
answer the question ? 

Mrs. Know tes. No. 

Mr. Sourwine. That was a reason that you gave for a refusal to 
answer a previous question. So, you see, in this case your reasons 
are somewhat different. 

Now, was your former husband, Clive Dorman Knowles, assistant 
director and an instructor at the Samuel Adams School in Boston ? 

Mrs. Know es. I decline to answer that. 

Mr. Sourwrne. On what grounds ? 

Mrs. Knowtes. The same grounds. 

Mr. Sourwine. Mr. Chairman, I ask that the witness be ordered 
and directed to answer the question as to whether or not, to her 
knowledge, he was active in Communist Party affairs, and whether 
he was an instructor and assistant director at the Samuel Adams 
School in Boston. 

Senator Jenner. Mrs. Knowles, I order and direct you to answer 
each of those questions. 

Mrs. Knowtes. And I decline. 

Mr. Sourwtne. Mrs. Knowles, do you know anything about an 
organization called the International Workers Order? 

Mrs. Know tes. I decline to answer that. ‘ 

Mr. Sourwine. On what ground? 

Mrs. Knowtes. The same ground. 
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Mr. Sourwine. You are not claiming that to answer that question 
would incriminate you? 

Mrs. Knowtes. I am not. 

Mrs. Sourwine. You are not asserting your privilege under the 
fifth amendment? 

Mrs. Knowtgs. I am not. 

Mr. Sourwrne. I believe you might have that pare if you care 
to assert it, and I will say that, in the opinion of counsel, you do not 
have the privilege to refuse to answer on the ground of the challenge 
to the committee’s jurisdiction. 

Mrs. Knowtes. Just a moment. 

Senator Jenner. Let the record show the witness again confers with 
counsel before responding. 

(Witness confers with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Know es. Would you repeat the question, please. I just want 
to be sure what the wording is. 

Mr. Sourwrine. The question is whether you know anything about 
an organization called the International Workers Order. 

Mrs. Know es. No; not that question. The last one under the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Sourwrne. Oh, I asked you whether you were claiming a privi- 
lege under the fifth amendment. 

Mrs. Knowtes. And I said, no, I was not. 

Mr. Sourwine. That is right. 

Mrs. Knowrrs. And you did say, I think, that I was probably 
entitled to it. 

Mr. Sourwtne. I stated that you might be entitled—— 

Mrs. Knowtgs. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwine (continuing). To claim the privilege under the fifth 
amendment if you honestly feel that to answer the question would 
tend to incriminate you or to form, at least, a link in the chain to 
bring you in conflict with the law. 

Mrs. Knowtes. Yes. I feel on that, as I understand it, that, since 
any associations that I had had with an organization on the Attorney 
General’s list was so far in the past, that I would no longer be privi- 
leged to claim the fifth amendment, I have not done so. 

Mr. Sourwtne. I think that is entirely correct. If your connection 
with such association had ceased for the period of the statute of limi- 
tations, in that event you would be eutinely correct. 

Mrs. Knowtes. That is as I understand it. 

Mr. Sourwine. I commend you for taking that position. 

Now, the question is, do you know anything about an organization 
called the International Workers Order. 

Mrs. Knowxes. And I decline to answer. 

Mr. Sourwine. And you do so on what ground ? 

Mrs. Knowtes. The same ground as before. 

Mr. Sourwine. You mean that you challenge the committee’s juris- 
diction to ask the question ? 

Mrs. Know.es. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. Mr. Chairman, I ask that the witness be ordered 
and directed to answer the question. 

Senator Jenner. I order and direct that you answer that question. 

Mrs. Knowtes. I decline. 

69188—55—pt. 143 
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Senator Jenner. Let the record show she declined. 

Mr. Sourwine. Mrs. Knowles, as a matter of fact, you know that 
you belonged to the International Workers Order, did you not, Lodge 
503J, Brookline, Mass. ? 

Mrs. Know tes. I decline to answer that. 

Mr. Sourwine. I ask that the witness be ordered and directed to 
answer that question. 

Senator JENNER. Wait a minute. For what reason do you decline 
to answer that question ? 

Mrs. Knowtzs. The same. 

Senator JENNER. Questioning the jurisdiction of the committee ? 

Mrs. Know.zs. Yes. 

Senator Jenner. I order and direct that you answer that. 

Mrs. Know.es. And f decline. 

Senator Jenner. All right. 

Mr. Sourwine. Mr. Chairman, first I will make a statement to the 
committee. We can obtain upon request from the superintendent of 
insurance in charge of the liquidation bureau in New York, a photo- 
stat of Mrs. Knowles’ application for membership in the International 
Workers Order, together with her husband, Clive Knowles. 

My records indicate the application was made March 24, 1947, and 
that she was granted membership certificate 385599 on March 31, 1947. 

I ask that the chairman order that this photostat be secured and 
placed in the record at this point. 

Senator Jenner. It will be so ordered and placed in the record and 
become a part of this record. 

(The documents referred to were marked “Exhibit No. 3” and 
“Exhibit No. 4” and appear below :) 
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THIS SIDE I3 TO BE FILLED OUT BY THE APPLICANT y 


INTERNATIONAL WORKERS ORDER, Inc. Membership Cert. No. 
80 Fifth Avenue — New York 11, N. Y. Write Ieyidty 


APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 


This is to be photographed 
(Or Increase in Benefits) | 





FOR GENERAL OFFICE USE ONLY 


IMPORTANT NOTE: Medical Examination ts required for any amount of Insurance when the Applicant has passed bis 45th birthday. It ts also required in 
ol ages whit Sick BemeOt ls app'ed for, USE PEV"POR £1DE TES APYLICATI DX VOR EWiek BA’ MATL GO. M Metiors eer oe 











required for Life Insuranee ff the Applieast has ne: paased 40 Dbircday and the amount of [-seramcs decy not sxesed ShO00. 

Is this application for a New Member If you are applying for an Increase in Benefilp 

or for Increase of Benefits () (Check » one) write your Certificate (Policy) Number here:........ 
Ledge No. - Date 


Heing acquainted with the principles, Constitution and By-Laws of the 
International Workers Order, I hereby apply for membership and the 
-Y¥ ¥? following benefits 


Full Name of Appticant (Print) 


Mary C- hrowles 


STEP RATE SICK BENEFIT 





Age Next Occupation 


. thday 3 x 3 cout 


Street and Number 








(Priat) oo BENEFITS APPROVED: 
ts deh buey Ad. =o — / 
a — mx tas | ft Insurance §. J.%.......... sick Beneat §...../ 


Weston 43 Mur. race [cum 7 contin (7 me S me meee Sf 
I divect, that In exec of my death, all boned 


iis to which I may be entitied under my Certificate be paid to: 





1. For funeral expenses to my Lodge 






Name of Menetictary Related to me as 


chive knevles Hestand rm 


i L . « t Dirt n Meath De ¥ . 
- a ae ae P rage | 6. Ars you singla, married, widowed or divorced ?. Maree 





























co —_sdsd|:=C Att vom single, married, widowed or divorced. . Aare: 
Sa ae 4 . i . 14 i If married, name of wife or husband 
Viece of Mirth cuy of Town Mate or County Year of 
Curve haew les ace li Marriages /9 J J 
si En MA — a 
ho 1. I» your husband or wife « member of the IWOT = 
Are you at present a member of the Two? O Ledge No. It yes, what lodge? - 
If not are you both joining now? 
4 If not & member now, were you ever a member? eo No.? P 
& Were you ever rejected by the 1WO oF any insurance organisation or| §. What is your exsct height te shoes? fren Z¢< Inches 
com pany a 
If yeu give detalles aie 
yo 2. What ts your exact weight (cost off)? // a. Loe 
3 ” Have yeu — had or neulted or been treated by & physician or any medical institution for any of the following: ce 








YlFrery Question must be answered yew or no. If the answer is you, give following detalla: 













Dies f the | Date of Hiness / 9, 4 
7 sss 
Tur. onte jHow long were you sick or confined? 
} wa 
yohille | ~ ’ 
‘ean —|Nature of limes? = SSS 
Any other ne 





Maeril NPA atm x 











are / \ 
Were you 
11. Did you conault any condition during the last @ve years? Yes or so .. If yes give following detatie 
Date of tllness | For what condition 


| Length of Uiness Are you Cully recovered? 





32. Have you any physical defects or disability? 
If yea, describe fully 


3a. Female epplicanty anewer the following question | Are you pregnant? Yo Date of inst confinement? /9 3 [- 





14 Are you now to the best of your knowledge and belief (ree from any disease and in good health? » 


t eech and all statements made by me in 
1 my eligibility f 








I heredy declare 
stacements In 







application are true knowing that 1 mtermatiweal Workers Order will rely oo these 
te Tt te emderstood that all such statements mace by me herein shall, in the absence of fraud, be 


“Mang Raouts.7 


Sigea of Appiicaat 















1. as recommender of this Applicant hereby deciare that I have known the Applicant for years. 
application and to the best of my knowledge and bellef they are correct 


Views. C 


Signature of Financial 


I have read bis/ber answers to the questions in this 


 Rieaninere. fact am 232" 


Z math" " — 







etary Address 








For General Office’ Use Only | Gemeral fice approval: Go not write t= this apace. 
Gace of 
< 
Life Insurance f ke ee «-«Slek Bene@t §....5.....0m 


[ LODGE SEAL} 





Walver for.. 





Form Al Rev. 6-46 => 


j 
: 
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VeréRaw (SEAMEN ) 
THIS SIDE 1S TO BE FILLED OUT BY THE APPLICANT — VEIEKAN - INITIATION Fixe 





INTERNATIONAL WORKERS ORDER, Ine. . Membership Cert. No 
80 Fifth Avenue — New York 11, N. Y. Write legibly 
=~ Dee back tok only, 385598 


APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP Thia le to be phocographed 


(Or Increase in Benefits) ' POR GRNERAT. OFFICE USE ONLY 


IMPORTANT NOTE: Medical Examination ls required for any amount of Insurance when the Applicant hee paserd his 45th birthday, It ts also required in 
all ages when Sick Benetit Is applied for. USE REVERSE SIDE OF THIS APTLICATION FOR MEDICAL EXAMINATION, No Medical Examination is 








fequired for Life Insurance if the Applicant has not paserd 45th birthday and the amount of Insurance does not exceed $1000. 
Is this application for a New Member If you are applying for an Increase in Benefits 
or for Increase of Benefits (1) (Check » one) write your Certificate (Policy) Number here:.......: 








Ketng scquainted with the principles, Constitution and By-Laws of the 


International Workers Order, I hereby apply for membership and the 
following benefits: 





LIFE INSURANCE 





Clive ?. hwowes ot 3/099...  Qwmowe ue weverlors............... a 
Age Next 4 Occupation ON THE FOLIOWING ( PAID-UP AT AGE 66 Bick Benefit ts granite! 
weet aS 7 EACH ER. PLAN — Check y# One[} 20 YEAR ENDOWMENT|Age 48 next Birthday, 
—- 4 Street and Number 
oS” SD 28 Z See. _ 
chy Btate . Pewscee .. Stok Benet $. 
WEsTo nN MA sf. “Plan S Mo nares / ) 


I direct, that in case of my death, all benefits to which I may be entitied under my Certificate be paid to: 





a 


24 Are you now to the best of your knowledge and belief free from any disease and is good health? 


THE APPLICANT MUST ANSWER EACH OF THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS IN FULL: 








i Dete of Dirt Mosth Da, Year 






x 6 Are you single, married, widowed or divoreeat..../4.44 
je Zi? If married, name of wife or husband 
3 Viecs of Birth Ciy er Towa State or County 





Year of 


VA ss. | Mury / see 3 Marrisee /7 3 3 


1. Te your husband or wife member of the TWOT Vo 
ge ee. hp 


If not are you beth joining now? 
4. If not s member now, were you ever a member? je Net 


& Were you ever rejected by the TWO of aay insurance organization or % What ts your exact height in shoes? 6 ret —— Inches 


3. Are you at present « member of the TWO? No Ledse No? 








company? 
it yeu give Getelle 
lo %. What is your exact weight (coat of)? / 7a - 





Write 
Yeo or No 


Diseare of the Meart? | Ylo 





/4t/ 


iow leng were you sick or confined? 


Mo _ | a wtt/ > 








Tebderculesis~ 












Syphilis” 





t Any other severe Niness? 
¥ : 
Surgical eperation 
Were you ever confined to « 
Dom al, sanatorium, asylum? 




















21. Did you consult « physician or any medical institution for cay condition during the last ve years? Yes or no 


Dete of llness For what condition 


Scans eageemenmeeees eam tee, 
Length of Ulmess Are you fully recevereu? 
32 Have ? 


If yee give following details 








any physical defects or disability 


“ Of yea, describe fully VLo 


o inn . 2 ‘ = 








Female applicants answer the following question | Are you pregnant” —_ | Date of last confimemeat? ——- 


- 





3 hereby declare (hut cach and ai! statements made by me im this application are true knowing that the Internatious! Workers Order will rely on theee 
statements in determining my eligibility for benefits, It is eaderstood that all such statements made by me herein shall. im the absence of fraud, be 
deemed represesiations and not warranties. 





Note: War risk restrictions will be included in | o C ee (ne : d - [Guavrfeg 


the membership certificate Signature of Applicant 
L. as recommender of this Applicant hereby declare that I have Known the Applicant for years. I have read his/her answers to the questions im this 
application and to the best of my heowledge and belief they are correct. - 


i 


Ke or Fi Secretary Address re 





For General Office Use Only | General office 2 Go not write in this space, 
; 
Lite Insurance $./............. tek Benefit $......0. rene 
[ LODGE SEAL] 
Watver for....... > oe ole ts tavcee ogee 
- -\ 
Porm Al Rev tt oe: GUBOED, cdc ccccccccccccccosecovesccccctencgnseebess COUPOUTED 
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Mr. Sourwrne. Mrs. Knowles, did you ever join the Joint Anti- 
Fascist Refugee Committee ? 

Mrs. Know.gs. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Sourwine. On what ground? 

Mrs. Knowres. The same ground. 

Mr. Sourwrine. I beg your pardon? 

Mrs. Know.ks. The same ground. 

Mr. Sourwine. Well, if your counsel has no objection, and you 
may confer with him, could you simply say “jurisdictional” when 
I ask you the ground, if your sole claim is that the committee has 
no jurisdiction to ask the question, it would be simpler if you simply 
said “jurisdictional.” 

Mrs. Knowtes. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. Is that agreeable? 

Mrs. Knowtes. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. It is understood, when you say “jurisdictional,” you 
are contending the committee has no jurisdiction to ask the question. 

Mrs. Knowtzs. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwrtne. Were you ever active in the Joint Anti-Fascist 
Refugee Committee ? 

Mr. Knowues. Same answer. 

Mr. Sourwine. You mean you decline to answer? 

Mrs. Knowzes. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. On what grounds? 

Mrs. Know tes. Jurisdictional. 

Mr. Sourwrnr. Mrs. Knowles, have you seen a story which ap- 
peared in the New York Times June 23, 1955, which stated that you 
had invoked the fifth amendment before the Internal Security Sub- 
committee, but that, outside the committee, you had freely admitted 
that you had been a secretary in the Samuel Adams School, Boston, 
from 1945 to 1947? 

Mrs. Knowtes. Is that the end of the question ? 

Mr. Sourwine. Yes. 

Mrs. Know es. Just a minute. 

(Witness confers with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Knowues. May I see the article? I think I probably did, but 
I can’t be sure. 

Mr. Sourwine. I have a photostat which I intended to show you 
if you stated you had not seen it. I would just ask a preliminary 
question as to whether you remember having seen it. 

Mrs. Knowtes. I know there was an article in the New York Times 
around that time. 

Senator Jenner. Show the witness the article. 

(The article, which was later ordered into the record, was marked 
“Exhibit No. 5” and appears below :) 


Exuisir No, 5 
{New York Times, June 23, 1955, p. 31] 
UPHOLDING oF LIBRARIAN’s RigHts WINs $5,000 ror QUAKER VILLAGE 
SHE HAD LOST EARLIER JOB AS AN EX-EMPLOYEE OF SCHOOL LISTED AS RED FRONT 


The Quakers of Plymouth Meeting, Pa., got $5,000 and words of praise yester- 
day for refusing to discharge their librarian because 8 years ago she was em- 
ployed by a school now on the Attorney General’s subversive list. 

The praise and money came from the Fund for the Republic, which was set up 
by the Ford Foundation 3 years ago to defend civil liberties. 
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The librarian is Mrs. Mary Knowles, who has been a professional librarian 
since 1928. She was discharged as librarian in Norwood, Mass., in 1953 because 
she had invoked the fifth amendment to avoid testifying against herself before 
the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee headed by Senator William E. Jenner, 

Outside the committee, however, she freely admitted that she had been a 
secretary in the Samuel Adams School, Boston—now on the Attorney General’s 
list as a Communist-front organization—from 1945 to 1947. Mrs. Knowles was 
unable to get another job until she went to the William Jeanes Memorial Library 
in Plymouth Meeting, a few miles northwest of Philadelphia, in October 1953, on 
a temporary basis. 

This general library of 11,000 volumes is the only one in the village of 600. It 
has been operated free to all by the Plymouth Monthly Meeting of Friends, with 
additional subsidies from Plymouth and Whitemarsh Townships and the Con- 
shohocken Comumnity Chest. 

After the library committee satisfied itself that Mrs. Knowles was a loyal cit- 
izen and had not been connected with any subversive group since 1947, she was 
employed permanently last September. Controversy has torn the village since. 
Mrs. Knowles refused to take a loyalty oath demanded by her opponents. 

The library committee said in her support: “Loyalty goes beyond words. As 
Friends, we shall not require an oath of her, believing that truth is no stronger 
under oath.” 

The local American Legion post and Valley Forge Chapter of the Daughters 
of the American Revolution demanded Mrs. Knowles’ dismissal. The Quakers 
stood firm. The Plymouth Township school board forbade teachers to take 
children to the library, but the children went by themselves. Contributions by 
the two townships and the community chest were stopped, a loss of about $1,500 
a year. 

Then the Fund for the Republic entered the picture with $5,000 “for courageous 
and effective defense of democratic principles.” Robert M. Hutchins, president 
of the fund and former president of the University of Chicago, declared : 

“T hope that Plymouth Monthly Meeting’s example will be followed elsewhere 
in America, particularly when our libraries—which seem to be a special target 
of seif-appointed censors and amateur loyalty experts—are involved.” 


Mr. Sourwrne. While the witness is looking at the article, Mr. 
Chairman—— 

(Witness confers with her counsel.) 

Mr. Sourwine. Is it true, Mrs. Knowles, as that article states, that 
after you had invoked the fifth amendment before this committee, you 
freely admitted, outside the committee, that you had been a secretary 
in the Samuel Adams School, Boston, from 1945 to 1947? 

Mrs. Knowtes. Well, it may have been, I-can’t remember exactly, 
and I don’t—that seems a little vague as to just where I did any a 
mitting, if I did doit. I may have; I can’t remember. 

Senator Jenner. Well, to refresh your memory, at your home, at 
159 Cottage Street, Norwood. Did you make that statement ? 

Mrs. Knowtes. I wouldn’t have thought I had; but, I mean, I can’t 
really say definitely whether I did or not. 

Mr. Sourwrine. Were you, in fact, Mrs. Knowles, a secretary in the 
Samuel Adams School, Boston, from 1945 to 1947? 

Mrs. Knowtes. And I shall have to decline to answer that. 

Senator Jenner. On what ground? 

Mrs. Know tes. Jurisdictional. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did you ever state to the newspapers that your 
present employers had refused to discharge you because 8 years ago 
you were employed by a school now on the Attorney General’s list of 
organizations ? 

Mrs. Knowtes. I have never made that statement. 
Mr. Sourwine. All right. 
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Were you aware, Mrs. Knowles, that the International Workers 
Order had been cited as subversive and Communist by the Attorney 
General of the United States? 

Mrs. Knowtes. Well, I read it on the list; I mean, when the lists 
were published in the paper. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did you know that it had been cited as subversive 
and Communist by Attorney General Tom Clark December 1947 and 
September 1948 ? 

a Knowzegs. I can’t remember when I first knew, when I first 
read it. 

Mr. Sourwine. When was it that you joined the International 
Workers Order ? 

Senator Jenner. Let the record show the witness, before respond- 
ing, confers with counsel. 

( Witnesss confers with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Knowtzgs. I decline to answer that. 

Mr. Sourwine. On what ground? 

Mrs. Know tes. Jurisdictional. 

Mr. Sourwine. Mr. Chairman, I ask that the witness be ordered 
and directed to answer the question. 

Senator Jenner. I order and direct that you answer the question. 

Mrs. Knowtes. I decline. 

Mr. Sourwine. As a matter of fact, as already indicated, you joined 
in 1947; isn’t that true? 

Mrs. Knowzes. If I didn’t decline, I would have to say I didn’t 
know. 

Mr. Sourwine. Well, which do you do? 

Mrs. Know tes. I decline. 

Senator JENNER. I direct and order the witness to answer the ques- 
tion. 

Mrs. Knowzszs. I decline. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did you know the International Workers Order 
had been cited as one of the strongest Communist organizations by 
Attorney General Francis Biddle in September 1942? 

Mrs. Knowzes. I decline to answer that. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did you know the International—— 

Senator JENNER. I order and direct you to answer. 

Mrs. Knowtes. Well, in answer to that question, I decline, but I 
also didn’t know it. 

Mr. Sourwtne. Well, you cannot decline and answer the question, 
both, I am sorry. If you are answering it—— 

Mrs. Know es. All right; I decline. 

Mr. Sourwine. You have already stated you did not know. 

Mrs. Knowtes. Well, I said I decline first, so I will stick to that 
one. 

Mr. Sourwine. I think under the circumstances the witness should 
- ordered and directed to answer the question as to. whether she 

new it. 
Senator Jenner. I order and direct that you answer the question, 
Mrs. Knowters. And I decline. 
Senator Jenner. For jurisdictional reasons? 
Mrs. Knowtzs. For jurisdictional reasons, 
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Mr. Sourwine. When you stated here a moment ago that you did 
not know that organization had been cited by Mr. Biddle, was that 
the truth? 

Mrs. KNowtes. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. Yes; it was? 

Mrs. Know tes. Yes; it was the truth. 

Mr. Sourwine. All right. 

Did you know, Mrs. Knowles, that the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee 
Committee had been cited as subversive and Communist by Attorney 
General Tom Clark in 1947 and in 1948? 

Mrs. Know.es. And I decline to answer that on jurisdictional rea- 
sons, jurisdictional grounds. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did you know that the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee 
Committee had been cited as a Communist-front organization by the 
Special Committee on Un-American Activities in 1944? 

Mrs. Know tes. I decline to answer that on jurisdictional grounds. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did you know that, as a matter of fact, the Joint 
Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee was a Communist-front organi- 
zation ? 

Mrs. Know es. I decline to answer that on jurisdictional grounds. 

Mr. Sourwtne. Mr. Chairman, I ask that the witness be ordered 
and directed to answer those questions with respect to the Joint Anti- 
Fascist Refugee Committee. 

Senator Jenner. I order and direct that you answer each of the 
questions propounded to you. 

Mrs. KNowztes. And I decline to answer on jurisdictional grounds. 

Mr. Sourwine. Were you ever employed in any capacity as a secre- 
tary in the Samuel Adams School? 

Mrs. Knowzes. I decline to answer that on jurisdictional grounds. 

Mr. Sourwine. I ask that the witness be ordered and directed 

Senator JenNeR. I order and direct that you answer the question. 

Mrs. Know tes. And I decline to answer on jurisdictional grounds. 

Mr. Sourwine. Is it not true that you were not merely a secretary 
of the Samuel Adams School, but that you were the secretary of the 
Samuel Adams School, and that there were times when you were in 
complete charge of the school ? 

Mrs. Know es. I decline to answer that. 

Senator JENNER. I order and direct that you answer the question. 

Mrs. Knowtes. I decline to answer it. 

Mr. Sourwine. On what ground? 

Mrs. KNow tgs. On jurisdictional grounds. 

Mr. Sourwine. Was there a library in the Samuel Adams School ? 

Mrs. Know es. I decline to answer that on jurisdictional grounds. 

Mr. Sourwine. You have been quoted publicly as having said you 
commenced employment with the Samuel Adams School in 1945; is 
that true? 

Mrs. Knowtes. I decline to answer that on jurisdictional grounds. 

Mr. Sourwtne. I ask that the witness be ordered to answer that 
question. 

Senator JENNER. I order and direct that you answer the question. 

Mrs. Knowtgs. I decline on jurisdictional grounds. 

Mr. Sourwtne. Do you know now that the Samuel Adams School 
has been cited as subversive ? 
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Mrs. Know tes. I decline to answer that on jurisdictional grounds. 

Mr. Sourwine. On what grounds? 

Mrs. Knowtes. Jurisdictional grounds. 

Mr. Sourwine. You have answered other questions about your 
knowledge respecting other organizations and their subversive list- 
ings. at is different about this one? 

Mrs. Knowtss. I declined the other answers, too. 

Mr. Sourwine. That is correct. 

Mrs. Know es. So I decline this one. 

Mr. Sourwine. Are you choosing to answer or to decline for reasons 
of your own ¢ 

rs. Knowtes. For jurisdictional grounds. 

Mr. Sourwine. You mean you are answering those questions where 
ou believe the committee has jurisdiction and refusing where you 
believe the committee does not have jurisdiction; is that right? 

Mrs. Knowzes. Well, I think the questions that I did give some 
answer to I also declined to answer; I mean, I shouldn’t have done 
both, but I did. But I still feel that there is not the jurisdictional 
power to ask any of those questions. 

Mr. Sourwtne. Will you refuse to answer all questions with respect 
to your connection with the Samuel Adams School ? 

Mrs. Know es. I shall decline all questions. 

Senator Jenner. For jurisdictional reasons ? 

Mrs. Knowtes. That is right. 

Senator Jenner. That this committee has no right to inquire into it? 

Mrs. Knowtes. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwrne. Mrs. Knowles, are you familiar with the nature, 
aims, and purposes of the Communist Party, U.S. A.? 

Mrs. Knowtes. I shall decline to answer that on jurisdictional 
grounds. 

Mr. Sourwine. Are you familiar with the nature, aims, and pur- 
poses of the Communist Political Association, an association now no 
longer in existence ? 

Mrs. Know es. I shall decline to answer that on jurisdictional 
grounds. 

Mr. Sourwrine. I ask that the witness be ordered to answer those 
two questions. 

Senator Jenner. I order and direct that you answer each of those 
questions. 

Mrs. Knowtes. And I decline on jurisdictional grounds. 

Mr. Sourwrne. Did you or do you know Ann Burlak? 

Mrs. Know tes. I decline to answer that on jurisdictional grounds. 

Mr. Sourwrne. Did you or do you know Daniel Boone Sahivedier 

Mrs. Knowtes. I decline to answer that on jurisdictional grounds. 

Mr. Sourwtine. I am referring now to the Daniel Boone Schirmer 
of Schirmer-Burlak-Timpson who were indicted on loyalty grounds 
in the State of Massachusetts. Did you or do you know either one 
of those persons ? 

Mrs. Knowtes. I decline to answer that on jurisdictional grounds. 

Mr. Sourwtne. I ask that the witness be ordered to answer those 
questions. 


Senator Jenner. I order and direct you to answer those questions, 
Mrs. Knowles. 
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Mrs. Knowtes. And I decline to answer on jurisdictional grounds, 

Mr. Sourwinr. Did you know or do you know Manny Bloom? 

Mrs. Know tes. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Sourwine. Why? 

Mrs. Know es. Jurisdictional grounds; I am sorry. 

Mr. Sourwine. Well, you knew Manny Bloom was active in the 
Communist Party in Massachusetts, didn’t you? 

Mrs. Know es. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Sourwrne. I ask that the witness be ordered to answer the 
question. 

Senator Jenner. I order and direct that you answer the question. 

Mrs. Knowzes. I decline to answer on jurisdictional grounds, 

Mr. Sourwine. Do you or did you know Jacqueline Steiner? 

Mrs. Knowzks. I decline to answer that on jurisdictional grounds, 

Mr. Sourwine. You knew that Jacqueline Steiner was a member 
with you of the Professional Club of the Communist Party, did you 
not ? 

Mrs. Know tgs. I decline to answer that on jurisdictional grounds. 

Senator Jenner. I order and direct that you answer the questions. 

Mrs. Knowres. And I decline to answer on jurisdictional grounds, 

Mr. Sourwine. You know that Herbert Philbrick testified, has 
testified, to that, do you not? 

Mrs. Knowtes. Excuse me just a minute. 

Senator Jenner. Let the record show the witness confers with coun- 
sel before responding to the question. 

(Witness confers with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Know es. I decline to answer that question on jurisdictional 
grounds. 

Mr. Sourwine. You are declining now to answer on jurisdictional 
grounds whether you know that Herbert Philbrick testified with re- 
spect to certain matters; is that right? 

Mrs. Know.ss. That is right. 

Mr. Sourwrine. I ask that the witness be ordered and directed to 
answer the question. 

Senator Jenner. I order and direct that’ you answer the question, 
Mrs. Knowles. 

Mrs. Knowtes. And I decline on jurisdictional grounds. 

Mr. Sourwine. Do you or did you know Harry Winner? 

Mrs. Know es. I decline to answer that on jurisdictional grounds. 

Mr. Sourwine. As a matter of fact, didn’t you know Harry Winner 
as a member of the educational section of the Communist Party and 
director of the Samuel Adams School ? 

Mrs. Know es. I decline to answer that on jurisdictional grounds. 

Mr. Sourwinr. I ask that the witness be ordered and directed to 
answer. 

Senator Jenner. I order and direct you to answer the question. 

Mrs. Knowxes. And I decline to answer on jurisdictional grounds. 

Mr. Sourwine. As a matter of fact, didn’t you live at Harry Win- 
ner’s residence at Malden, Mass., and isn’t that why you refuse to tell 
us where you lived at Malden? 

Mrs. Know es. I decline to answer that on jurisdictional grounds. 

Senator Jenner. I order and direct that you answer the question. 

Mrs. Know es. And I decline to answer. 
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Mr. Sourwine. Did you or do you know a lady whom you called 
Jan? 

Mrs. Knowtes. I decline to answer that. 

Mr. Sourwrne. Do you know Janet Faxon? 

Mrs. Know es. I decline to answer that. 

Senator Jenner. The same reasons? 

Mrs. Know es. Same reasons; jurisdictional. 

Senator JENNER. Proceed. 

Mr. Sourwrine. I ask that the witness be ordered and directed to 
answer those two questions. 

Senator Jenner. I order and direct you to answer each of those 
two questions, Mrs. Knowles. 

Mrs. Knowtes. And I decline to answer them on jurisdictional 
grounds. 

Mr. Sourwrine. Do you or did you know Helen Dean Markham and 
her husband, George Markham ? 

Mrs. Know es. I decline to answer that on jurisdictional grounds. 

Mr. Sourwtne. I ask that the witness be ordered to answer. 

Senator Jenner. I order and direct you to answer the question. 

Mrs. Know tes. I decline to answer that on jurisdictional grounds. 

Mr. Sourwtne. Did you or do you know Harrison Harley? 

Mrs. Know tgs. I decline to answer that. 

Mr. Sourwtne. Now, as a matter of fact, he was director of the 
Samuel Adams School, and you were for a time his secretary; isn’t 
that right. 

Mrs. Know es. I decline to answer that on jurisdictional grounds. 

Senator Jenner. I order and direct that you answer the question. 

Mrs. Know tes. And I decline to answer it on jurisdictional 
grounds. 

Mr. Sourwrne. Do you or did you know William Harrison, vice 
president of the Communist Party, and a member of the board of 
trustees of the Samuel Adams School ? 

Mrs. Know tes. I decline to answer that on jurisdictional grounds. 

Senator Jenner. I order and direct that you answer the question. 

Mrs. Knowtes. And I decline to answer it on jurisdictional 
grounds. 

Mr. Sourwine. Do you or did you know Otis Archer Hood? 

Mrs. Know tes. I decline to answer that on jurisdictional grounds. 

Senator Jenner. I order and direct that you answer the question. 

Mrs. Knowtes. And I decline on jurisdictional grounds. 

Mr. Sourwrne. Did you or do you know an Edith Abber? 

Mrs. Know tes. I decline to answer. 

Senator Jenner. I order and direct that you answer the question. 

Mrs. Knowtes. And I decline to answer on jurisdictional grounds. 

Mr. Sourwtne. Do you or did you know Barbara Rosenkranz? 

Mrs. Know es. I decline to answer that on jurisdictional grounds. 

Senator Jenner. I order and direct that you answer the question. 

Mrs. Knowtes. And I decline. 

Mr. Sovrwine. Did you or do you know a man named Franklin P. 
Collier, Jr.? 

Mrs. Knowtes. I decline to answer that on jurisdictional grounds. 

Senator Jenner. I order and direct that you answer the question. 

Mrs. Know tes. I decline to answer. 
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Mr. Sourwine. Did you know a man named Herbert I. Zimmer- 
man? 

Mrs. Know es. I decline to answer on jurisdictional grounds. 

Mr. Sourwine. I request the chairman to order and direct the 
witness to answer the question. 

Senator JenNeER. I order and direct you to answer. 

Mrs. Know tes. I decline. 

Mr. Sourwine. Do you or did you know a man named Julius Dolen- 
dorfer ? 

Mrs. Know zs. I decline to answer on jurisdictional grounds. 

Mr. Sourwine. On what grounds? 

Mrs. Know tes. Jurisdictional grounds. 

Senator Jenner. I order and direct you to answer the question. 

Mr. Sourwine. If I tell you there was no such person and never was 
such person, would you still decline to answer whether you knew such 


a person ? 

Sion Knowtes. Well, if there had been no such person, obviously I 
could not have known him. 

Mr. Sourwine. Well, it is perfectly obvious, and there was no such 
person to the best of counsel’s knowledge; it is a name that has been 
used before in other hearings; it is a wholly fictitious name, and I am 
now asking you do you or did you ever know such a person? 

Mrs. Knowtes. Well, obviously I couldn’t have known him if he 
hadn’t existed. 

Mr. Sourwine. Well, did you or do you know such a person? 

Mrs. Knowtes. Excuse me just a minute, 

Senator Jenner. Let the record show that the witness, before re- 
sponding to the question of counsel, confers with her counsel. 

(Witness confers with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Kwowtes. I still decline to answer that question on jurisdic- 
tional grounds. 

Senator Jenner. I order and direct that you answer the question. 

Mrs. Know tes. I decline on jurisdictional grounds. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did you know, Mrs. Knowles, that the Samuel 
Adams School had been cited by the Attorney General in December 
1947 as an adjunct of the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Know zs. I decline to answer that on jurisdictional grounds. 

Mr. Sourwine. I ask that the witness be ordered and directed—— 

Senator Jenner. I order and direct that you answer the question. 

Mrs. Know es. I decline to answer on jurisdictional grounds. 

Mr. Sourwine. Do you understand now, Mrs. Knowles after I 
have told you of that citation, and by reason of other matters that 
have come to your knowledge, that the Samuel Adams School is be- 
lieved to have been Communist-influenced ? 

Mrs. Knowtes. Excuse me just a minute. 

Senator Jenner. Let the record show the witness confers with 
counsel before responding to the question. 

(Witness confers with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Know es. I decline to answer that question on jurisdictional 
grounds, 

Senator Jenner. I order and direct you to answer the question. 

Mrs. Knowtes. And I decline. 

Mr. Sourwine. Mr. Chairman, I have here a photostat of the catalog 
of the Samuel Adams School announcing six summer courses from 
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Mr. Sourwine. I would like to ask the witness if she ever saw the 
document, of which this is a photostat. 

Senator Jenner. Let the record show that the witness, before 
responding, confers with counsel. 

(Witness confers with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Know es. I decline to answer that on jurisdictional grounds. 

Senator JENNER. I order and direct that you answer the question. 

Mrs. Know es. I decline to answer on jurisdictional grounds. 

Mr. Sourwine. Mrs. Knowles, are you really declining to answer 
these questions because you do not believe the committee has juris- 
diction or are you declining to answer because you are deliberately 
concealing facts known to you as having to do with the Communist 
conspiracy for the overthrow of the Government of the United States? 

Mrs. Knowtes. I am answering them in this manner because I feel 
that the committee does not have the jurisdiction to question me about 
them. 

Mr. Sourwine. Now, that was a question which went to your motive. 
I will now ask a question which goes to the fact. 

As a matter of fact, is your refusal to answer concealing from this 
committee matters within your knowledge concerning the Connuviniet 
conspiracy to overthrow the Government of the United States? 

Mrs. Know es. I didn’t quite get that. 

Mr. Sourwine. Is your refusal to answer these many questions 
concealing from this committee and keeping out of our record matters 
within your knowledge concerning the Communist conspiracy against 
the United States? 

Mrs. Know es. Excuse me just a minute. 

Senator JenNneER. Let the record show the witness, before respond- 
ing, confers with counsel. 

(Witness confers with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Knowtes. It would seem to me that from my statement that 
I have made when we first started the hearing here that the answer 
to that question is implicit in that, that I do not have and have never 
had any of this knowledge that you apparently think I do have. 

Mr. Sourwtne. Mrs. Knowles, you have never stated before this 
committee that you did not at any time have any knowledge of the 
Communist conspiracy against the United States. Do you state it 
now ¢ 

Mrs. Knowtes. That was in the statement that I made that I had 
never 

Mr. Sourwine. I will ask you a direct question. 

Mrs. Knowtes. I have no and have never had any, knowledge of 
subversion, espionage, sabotage, matters concerning foreign inter- 
ference of a fone government, infiltration, matters applying to 
national security ; I mean those were the things I originally stated. 

Senator Jenner. Then I will ask you again, have you ever been a 
member of the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Knowtes. And I decline to answer that. 

Senator JENNER. On what grounds? 

Mrs. Know es. Jurisdictional grounds. 

Senator JENNER. I order and direct that you answer the question 

Mrs. Knowtes. And I decline to answer it. 

Senator Jenner. Mr. Sourwine? 








578 SUBVERSIVE INFLUENCE IN THE EDUCATIONAL PROCESS 


Mr. Sourwine. Mrs. Knowles, your statement may seem to you to 
comprehend an answer to my question, but the question is very simple. 
The question is whether you have any knowledge of Communist 
activities which were 

Mrs. Know tes. Well, I said I hadn’t. 

Mr. Sourwine. You are stating that you have no knowledge of any 
Communist activities; is that right? 

Mrs. Know.es. Excuse me. 

Senator Jenner. Let the record show the witness, before respond- 
ing, confers with counsel. 

(Witness confers with her counsel. ) 

Mrs. Knowtes. Well, I will try to make my answer to your ques- 
tion a little clearer. 

Mr. Sourwine. You made it perfectly clear unless you want to 
change it, Mrs. Knowles. You have testified that you had no know- 
ledge of any Communist activities. Now, if you want to qualify that 
or change it, you may go ahead. 

Mrs. Knowtes. That was, I thought—that, by reiterating what I 
had said before of the various individual matters, I mean of sub- 
version and so forth, that was part of my answer, that I have no 
knowledge of Communist activities in that—in those respects. 

Senator Jenner. Do you have any in any respect? 

(Witness confers with her counsel.) 

Senator JenNER. Let the record show the witness, before answering, 
confers with counsel. 

Mrs. Know.es. Perhaps I should amend that to say that I don’t 
believe that the knowledge that I have comes within the jurisdiction 
of this committee to inquire into. 

Senator JenNnER. I don’t believe that is within your purview to 
determine whether or not this committee has jurisdiction, because we 
are an authorized committee of this Congress by resolution of the 
Senate, to look into the internal security of this country. Since we 
told you that, do you wish to change your answer ¢ 

Mrs. Know es. No, I do not wish to change it. 

Senator JENNER. You decline to answer on jurisdictional grounds, 
that we have no jurisdiction to inquire ? 

Mrs. Knowtes. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. Mrs. Knowles, do I understand that you are with- 
drawing your statement that you do not have knowledge of Communist 
activities, and are only stating now that you have no knowledge of any 
Communist activities which this committee has jurisdiction to inquire 
into? 

Mrs. Know es. Just a minute. 

Senator JENNER. Let the record show the witness again confers with 
counsel, 

( Witness confers with her counsel. ) 

Mrs. Know ies. Yes, that is right. 

Mr. Sourwinre. That is your contention ? 

Mrs. Know es. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. Well, then, I will go back to my earlier question: 
Isn’t it true that your refusal to answer these questions is concealing 
from this committee and keeping out of our record matters within 
your knowledge concerning the Communist conspiracy against the 
Government of the United States? 
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Senator Jenner. Let the record show the witness, before respond- 
ing, confers with counsel. 

(Witness confers with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Knowtes. I can only repeat that IT have no knowledge of any 
Communist activities within the jurisdiction of this committee. 

Mr. Sourwrtne. You realize that this is not an answer to the ques- 
tion ¢ 

Mrs. Know tes. It is the best I can do. 

Mr. Sourwine. That is not the best you can do. You can either 
answer “Yes” or “No” to the fact that you realize that your refusal to 
answer these questions is depriving the committee of information 
within your knowledge concerning the Communist conspiracy, or you 
ean refuse to answer the question. 

You only have the three choices: Either you know it, you do not 
know it, or you refuse to answer. 

Mrs. Knowtgs. I refuse to answer. 

Senator Jenner. I order and direct that you answer the question. 

Mrs. Know tgs. I decline on jurisdictional grounds. 

Mr. Sourwine. Are you at the present time a member of the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mrs. Knowtes. Excuse me just a minute. 

Senator Jenner. Let the record show the witness confers with 
counsel. 

(Witness confers with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Know tes. I had already made, in the statement, the answer to 
that question first. d 

Mr. Sourwrne. Do you think the committee has jurisdiction in ask- 
ing that question ? 

Mrs. Know gs. No, I don’t think they do, but I had already made it 
before you asked me. 

Mr. Sourwine. Well, you have answered other questions and then 
changed your mind and decided to challenge the committee. You even 
challenged the jurisdiction of the committee on a question about a 
purely hypothetical person whom you knew to be a purely hypothetical 
person. 

Were you a member of the Communist Party yesterday ? 

Mrs. Know tes. I decline to answer that. 

Senator Jenner. I order and direct you to answer the question. 

Mrs. Know es. I decline to answer on jurisdictional grounds. 

Mr. Sourwine. When did you last attend a meeting of the Commu- 
nist Party? 

Mrs. Know tes. I would like to decline to answer that, and I would 
also like to refer back to my first statement when I said that I am not 
a member of the Communist Party, I am not a Communist, I have not 
been associated with any organization on the Attorney General’s list 
for many, many years. 

Mr. Sourwine. What do you mean by “many years”—10 or 12 or 15? 

Mrs. Knowtes. Many is more than two; many, many is more than 
that. 

Senator JenNnER. How many ? 

Mr. Sourwine. Is many, many more than four? 

Senator Jenner. Let the record show that the witness confers with 
counsel before responding. 

(Witness confers with her counsel.) 
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Mrs. Know gs. It would seem to me that the fact that I have not 
availed myself of the privilege of the fifth amendment and the fact 
of the statute of limitations would give some indication as to the 
length of time. 

Mr. Sourwine. It does not give any indication except that there is 
some cleverness involved. 

You are refusing to answer the same questions, Mrs. Knowles; you 
refused to answer them at one time on the claim of the fifth amend- 
ment, and another time you started refusing to answer questions 
claiming the first amendment. This time you refused to answer the 
same questions claiming that the committee has no jurisdiction. I 
believe you know that you are flouting the committee; I believe you 
know that you are in contempt of the committee, and I believe you 
know there is danger you will be cited for contempt, and you may be 
convicted. 

I believe you are taking that calculated risk for the purpose of 
withholding this information from the committee and for other pur- 
poses of your own. 

If I am wrong about that, I am perfectly willing to stand corrected. 
You may say anything you want to in the way of a statement to 
counter what I have just charged. 

Mrs. Know tes. I am not defying the committee to withhold infor- 
mation from them. It is because I feel that they do not have the 
jurisdiction to ask me questions of this nature. 

Mr. Sourwrne. Don’t you realize that you are withholding this 
information from the committee? 

Mrs. Knowtzs. That is the end result of it, but that is not—— 

Mr. Sourwrne. Of course. 

Mrs. Knowtes. That is not my motive. 

Mr. Sourwine. What is your motive? 

Mrs. Know.rs. My motive is that I don’t think they have the juris- 
diction, the right to ask me these questions. 

Mr. Sourwine. Would it be embarrassing to you if you answered 
the questions? 

Mrs. Know tes. It might, it might not. 

Mr. Sourwine. If it would not be embarrassing to you, there is no 
reason why you should not answer it. 

Mrs. Knowtes. The question of embarrassment is not a criterion for 
answering or declining to answer questions. 

Mr. Sourwrine. If this committee has no jurisdiction to ask you the 
questions you have refused to answer, then the committee must have 
no jurisdiction to ask you any questions; isn’t that right? 

Mrs. Knowres. Well, I feel that way, yes. 

me Sourwine. But you have answered some questions, have you 
not ¢ 

Mrs. Know tes. Yes, I have. 

Mr. Sourwine. Because they were questions which would not em- 
barrass you in any way, and which would not conflict with your 
purpose to conceal certain facts; isn’t that right? 

Mrs. Know.es. There were questions that I could have answered 
that would have embarrassed me in no way. 

Mr. Sourwrne. There were? 

Mrs. Know tes. Yes. 
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Mr. Sourwrne. And why did you not answer them ? 

Mrs. Know es. Because I didn’t feel it was within the jurisdiction 
of the committee to ask them. 

Mr. Sourwine. But you have answered other questions which you 

say you feel were not within the committee’s jurisdiction. Do you 
want us to understand your refusals to answer are purely whimsical, 
you answer some but decline to answer others for no particular reason 
at all but just as you choose ? 

Mrs. Knownes. Well, I mean you can draw your own conclusions 
from it, from my responses. 

Mr. Sourwine. I think the record will speak for itself. As a 
matter of fact, you have attended Communist Party meetings within 
the last 5 years, have you not? 

Mrs. Know zs. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Sourwrne. Have you attended Communist Party meetings—— 

Senator JENNER. Just a minute. On what ground do you decline to 
answer that question ¢ 

Mrs. Know es. Jurisdictional ground. 

Senator JenNeR. I order and direct that you answer that question. 

Mrs. Know es. I decline. 

Mr. Sourwine. Have you attended Communist Party meetings 
within the last 3 years? 

Mrs. Know ss. I decline to answer that question on jurisdictional 
grounds. 

Senator Jenner. I order and direct that you answer the question. 

Mrs. Knowtes. And I decline to answer it on jurisdictional grounds. 

Mr. Sou Rwine. Have you attended any Communist Party meetings, 
this year, 1955? 

Mrs. KNowzes. Just a minute. 

Senator JENNER. Let the record show the witness confers with coun- 
sel before responding to the question. 

(Witness confers with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Knowres. In answer to the question that you just asked me, 
as I have said before, I have had no connection, formal or otherwise, 
with any organization on the Attorney General’s list for many, many 
years, and that is certainly more than 5 years. 

Mr. Sourwine. Well, this is the first time you have declined “many, 
many” as more than 5. 

I will repeat my question. Is it true that you have attended meetings 
of the Communist Party within the past 5 years ? 

Mrs. Know es. No. 

Mr. Sourwine. You have not? 

Mrs. Know es. That is right. 

Mr. Sourwrne. Have you attended meetings of the Communist 
Party within the past 6 years? 

Mrs. Knowzzs. I have not. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did you attend meetings of the Communist Party 
in 1948? 

Senator Jenner. Let the record show the witness confers with coun- 
sel before responding. 

(Witness confers with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Know tes. As far as 1948 is concerned, I can’t remember. 
Before that I decline to answer. 
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Mr. Sourwrnz. I take it, in your definition, “many” means more 
= 2, and “many, many” means more than 6 but less than 7; is that 
right? 

Mrs. Know es. You can interpret it however you like. 

Mr. Sourwrne. It is not a question of how I interpret it; it is a 
question of how you interpret it. It goes to the basic question of the 
veracity of your testimony. 

Did you, by “many, many” mean more than 6 but less than 7? 

Mrs. Knowtes. Well, frankly, I hadn’t thought it out in years. I 
just knew it was many, many years. 

Mr. Sourwrne. 1948 is 7 years ago. If you attended Communist 
Party meetings in 1948 then your testimony that you have not attended 
such meetings in “many, many” years must be taken to mean that 
“many, many” is no more than 6; is that right? 

Mrs. KNow gs. Well, that is your interpretation. 

Mr. Sourwine. That is good arithmetic; is it not? 

Mrs. Know es. I guess so. 

Mr. Sourwtne. Did you mean “many, many” in any other way? 
Did you mean by the phrase “many, many” to mean 8 years or 9 
years? 

Mrs. Knowtzs. I had no number in mind. 

Mr. Sourwine. You had no number in mind ? 

Mrs. Knowtes. That is right. 

Mr. Sourwine. Were you, Mrs. Knowles, ever connected with dis- 
trict No. 1 of the Communist Party in Boston, Mass. ? 

Mrs. Know tgs. I decline to answer that on jurisdictional grounds. 

Senator Jenner. I order and direct that you answer the question. 

Mrs. Knowrgrs. And I decline to answer the question. 

Mr. Sourwtne. Were you, to your knowledge, carried on the rolls 
of the Communist Party in New England? 

Mrs. Know tes. I decline to answer that on jurisdictional grounds. 

Senator Jenner. I order and direct you to answer that question. 

Mrs. Knowtes. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Sourwine. Were you secretary of the school branch of the 
Communist Party of New England? 

Mrs. Know es. I decline to answer that. 

Senator Jenner. I order and direct you to answer the question. 

Mrs. Know es. I decline to answer on jurisdictional grounds. 

Mr. Sourwrne. As a matter of fact, don’t you know of your own 
knowledge that in February of 1947 you were carried on the rolls of 
the Communist Party of New England as secretary of the school 
branch? 

Mrs. Know es. I decline to answer that on jurisdictional grounds. 

Senator Jenner. I order and direct that you answer the question. 

Mrs. Knowres. And I decline to answer it. 

Mr. Sourwrtne. Did you ever register as a member of the Commu- 
nist Party? 

Mrs. Know tes. I decline to answer that on jurisdictional grounds. 

Senator Jenner. I order and direct you to answer the question. 

Mrs. Know tes. I decline. 

Mr. Sourwrne. You did so in December 1943, did you not? 

Mrs. Knowtes. I beg your pardon? 

Mr. Sourwine. You did so in December 1943, in one instance? 

Mrs. Know zs. I decline to answer. 
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Mr. Sourwine. Were you a member of the Pro group of the Com- 
munist Party of Boston ? 

Mrs. Know es. I decline to answer that on jurisdictional grounds. 

Senator Jenner. I order and direct you to answer the question. 

Mrs. Know tgs. I decline. 

Mr. Sourwtne. Do you know what I mean by the “Pro group of 
the Communist Party” in Boston? : 

Mrs. Know tks. I decline to answer on jurisdictional grounds. 

Senator Jenner. I order and direct you to answer that. 

Mrs. Knowtes. I decline to answer that. 

Mr. Sourwine. Were you a member of the council of the Pro group 
of the Communist Party of Boston? 

Mrs. Know tes. I decline to answer that on jurisdictional grounds. 

Senator Jenner. I order and direct you to answer the question. 

Mrs. Know tes. I decline to answer on jurisdictional grounds. 

Mr. Sourwine. Were you ever a member of the Communist Politi- 
cal Association ? 

Mrs. Know es. I decline to answer that on jurisdictional grounds. 

Senator JENNER. I order and direct that you answer. 

Mrs. Know es. I decline to answer on jurisdictional grounds. 

Mr. Sourwrne. As a matter of fact, you were an active member of 
the Roxbury Club of the Communist Political Association in 1944; 
were you not? 

Mrs. Know tes. I decline to answer that on jurisdictional grounds. 

Senator Jenner. I order and direct that you answer that question. 

Mrs. Knowtes. And I decline to answer it on jurisdictional grounds. 

Mr. Sourwine. Do you or did you know Wioesnne Williams? 

Mrs. Know ks. I decline to answer that on jurisdictional grounds. 

Senator Jenner. I order and direct that you answer the question. 

Mrs. Knowtes. I decline to answer on jurisdictional grounds. 

Mr. Sourwine. As a matter of fact, didn’t you know Florence Wil- 
liams as an official of the Roxbury Club of the Commiunist Political 
Association ? 

Mrs. Know es. I decline to answer that on jurisdictional grounds. 

Senator Jenner. I order and direct that you answer the question. 

Mrs. Knowzes. And I decline toanswer on jurisdictional grounds. 

Mr. Sourwrtne. Have you seen Florence Williams during the past 
year ? 

Mrs. Know es. I decline to answer that on jurisdictional grounds. 

Senator Jenner. I order and direct that you answer the question. 

Mrs. Know tes. I decline to answer it on jurisdictional grounds. 

Mr. Sourwtne. Were you ever a member of the Jamaica Plains 
branch of the Communist Political Association ? 

Mrs. Know tes. I decline to answer that on jurisdictional grounds. 

Senator Jenner. I order and direct that you answer the question. 

Mrs. Know tes. I decline to answer on jurisdictional grounds. 

Mr. Sovrwine. Mrs. Knowles, I will tell you that the committee 
knows you paid dues to the Jamaica Plains branch of the Communist 
Political Association in 1945, and I will give you another chance to 
answer as to whether you were a member of the amaica Plains branch 
of the Communist Political Association. 

Mrs. Know tes. I decline. 

Senator Jenner. I order and direct you to answer. 

Mrs. Know zs. I decline to do so on jurisdictional grounds. 
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Mr. Sourwine. You are the same Mary Knowles who testified before 
the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee in Boston, Mass., on May 
21, 1953? 

Mrs. Know es. No; I have never testified anywhere except Wash- 
ington. 

Mr. Sourwie. Did you testify before this committee in Washing- 
ton on May 21, 1953? 

Mrs. KNowtes. I don’t know the date in May, but I know it was 
May. 

Mr. Sourwrne. That was in Washington, May 21, 1953. Do you 
recall that appearance ? 

Mrs. Knowtes. I was here; yes. 

Mr. Sourwrne. At that time you were asked whether you at that 
time were a member of the Communist Party, and you refused to 
answer on the ground that a truthful answer might tend to incrimi- 
nate you; is that correct ? 

(Witness confers with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Knowuxs. Yes; I did say that. The record shows it. 

Mr. Sourwine. Is it true that at that time, that is, on May 21, 1953, 
you were not a member of the Communist Party ? 

Senator Jenner. Let the record show the witness confers with 
counsel before responding to the question. 

(Witness confers with her counsel. ) 

Mrs. Know.es. The question was—Would you repeat the question 
again ? 

Senator Jenner. Would you read it, please. 

(Question read by the reporter. ) 

Mrs. Knowtes. Yes; it is true. 

Mr. Sourwine. Mrs. Knowles, you have stated here that you had no 
right here to claim your privilege under the fifth amendment because 
anything which might be deemed incriminating was so far in the past 
that the statute of limitations has run; is that right ? ? 

Mrs. Knowtegs. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwrne. Wasn’t that same thing true on May 21, 1953, with 
respect to the questions that you refused to answer ? 

Mrs. Know es. I felt at that time, I felt it myself, and then my 
feeling was bolstered by the advice of counsel, that I was entitled to 
use—entitled to the privileges of the fifth amendment and, therefore, 
I used them. 

Mr. Sourwrne. In other words, you felt in 1953 that the incrimi- 
nating matters were sufficiently recent that they would not have been 
barred by the statute of limitations at that time ? 

Mrs. Knowtes. That is correct. 

Mr. Sourwine. Now, on that occasion, that is, in your appearance 
before this committee in 1953, you were "also asked and you also de- 
clined to answer, claiming your privilege under the fifth amendment, 
questions as to whether you had attended Communist P: arty cell meet- 
ings with Herbert Philbrick, and as to whether you had been a secre- 
tary of the Samuel Adams School; is that right ? 

Mrs. Know tes. I believe the record shows I did decline to answer 
those. 

Mr. Sourwine. You are still declining to answer those questions 
today ; isn’t that right ? 

Mrs. Kwowues. Yes; I am. 
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Mr. Sourwine. Today, not on a claim of the fifth amendment—— 

Mrs. Knowtes. That is right. 

Mr. Sourwrne (continuing). And solely on the claim that the com- 
mittee has no jurisdiction to ask the questions ¢ 

Mrs. Knowtes. Yes, 

Mr. Sourwrne. Mrs. Knowles, is it your testimony that, to your 
knowledge, the Communist Party is not a subversive movement ? 

Mrs. Know.es. Would you repeat that ? 

Mr. Sourwrne. Is it your testimony that, to your knowledge, the 
Communist Party is nota subversive movement ? 

Mrs. Know.es. You mean have I said that before or will I say it 
now ? 

Mr. Sourwine. You have said things today which might have been 
intended to carry that implication. 1 am trying to find out if that is 
what you mean. 

Mrs. Know tes. Just a minute. 

Senator Jennrr. Let the record show the witness, before respond- 
ing, confers with counsel. 

( Witness confers with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Knowtes. As far as I know, yes, yes, that certainly would be 
so, that I know of no subversive or conspiratorial acts or thoughts. 

Mr. Sourwine. Of the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Knowtes. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did you, Mrs. Knowles, withdraw your official con- 
nection with the Communist Party after Herbert Philbrick had pub- 
licly stated that he knew you as a participant in the Communist con- 
spiracy against the United States? 

Mrs. Know es. I decline to answer that. 

Senator Jenner. On what grounds? 

Mrs. Know es. Jurisdictional grounds, 

Senator Jenner. I order and direct you to answer the question. 

Mrs. Know tgs. I decline to answer on jurisdictional grounds. 

Mr. Sourwrne. Mrs. Knowles, have you conferred with persons 
known to you to be Communists, since you withdrew from an official 
connection with the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Know es. I decline to answer that on jurisdictional grounds. 

Mr. Sourwine. Have you, Mrs. Knowles, during the present year, 
1955, conferred with persons known to you to be Communists? 

Mrs. Know tes. I decline to answer that on jurisdictional grounds. 

Senator Jenner. I order and direct that you answer that question. 

Mrs. Know.es. And I decline to answer it. 

Mr. Sourwine. Mrs. Knowles, has anyone approached you with 
regard to selling your life’s story or the story of your life? 

Mrs. Knowtes. Just a minute. 

Senator Jenner. Let the record show the witness confers with 
counsel before responding to the question. 

(Witness confers with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Know.es. That question is rather surprising. There was a 
free-lance writer who wanted to write a short article for a magazine, 
who wrote to the library committee for permission to write the story 
of Plymouth Meeting, and I have no jurisdiction over what they would 
say, and they turned it down. Is that the sort of answer 

Mr. Sourwine. That is a very helpful answer. The question was 
whether you had been approached by anyone with regard to selling 
your life’s story. 
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Mrs. Knowxzs. Oh, no one has ever asked me for my life’s story; no. 

Mr. Sourwtne. Have you discussed with anyone the granting, by 
you, of permission to use your name, or your life’s story, or details 
or incidents in a work of fiction or a moving picture ? 

Mrs. Knowtes. No. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did the Fund for the Republic give $5,000 to the 
Quaker of Plymouth Meeting, Pa., to make possible your employment 
as a librarian there? 

Mrs. Know tes. Yes; I just didn’t get that connection. 

Senator Jenner. Will the or read the question ? 

Mrs. Knowtes. Made possible—I was not sure. 

Senator Jenner. Read the question again, Mr. Reporter. 

(Question read by the reporter.) 

Mrs. Knowtes. That is, | am glad I did have that read, because, as 
far as I know, the award was not made in order to make my employ- 
ment possible. 

Mr. Sourwine. Was it made to make your continued employment 
possible ? 

Mrs. Knowtes. Not as far as I know. 

Mr. Sourwine. What was it for? 

Mrs. Kwnowtes. According to—I will have to paraphrase it 
roughly—according to their statement, it was because they had em- 
ployed me, it was for their courageous, quoting the text, their courage- 
ous stand in employing me. 

Mr. Sourwine. In employing you or in continuing your employ- 
ment ¢ 

Mrs. Know tes. Well, it may have been both, I don’t know, be- 
cause I don’t know the statement well enough. But I am sure there 
was no implication of this being a subsidy, shall we say. This was 
sort of a pat on the back. 

Mr. Sourwrne. Did your present employers know, at the time they 
employed you, that you had been a member of the Communist Party? 

Mrs. Knowies. My employers in Plymouth Meeting from the first 
time that I met them ‘knew that I had—knew a great deal about my 
past. They knew I had been to Washington, they knew the stand I 
had taken here, and 

Senator JENNER. They knew you had refused to answer the ques- 
tions as to whether or not you were a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mrs. KNow es. That is right. 

Senator Jenner. And took the fifth amendment ? 

Mrs. Knowtes. They did; they knew that. 

Senator Jenner. They knew you used the first amendment? 

Mrs. Knowtes. And that what? 

Senator Jenner. And that you also used the first amendment in 
refusing to answer questions. 

Mrs. Knowtes. Not at the first hearing, I didn’t. 

Mr. Sourwine. She had not used that at the time. 

Senator Jenner. I say but the committee knew you had used the 
fifth and first amendments before congressional committees ? 

Mrs. Know res. They knew before they employed me that I had 
used the fifth amendment before congressional committees. I didn’t 
use the first until just last month. 

Senator Jenner. I see. 
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Mr. Sourwiye. So that the award might have been for their cour- 
age in employing you as well as for their courage in continuing you; 
is that right? 

Mrs. Knows. That is what I understood. 

Mr. Sourwine. That is, they not only continued you in employ- 
ment with knowledge of your actions before this committee but they 
employed you with knowledge of the position you took here. 

Mrs. Knowtes. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. Through whom was the grant from the Fund for 
the Republic arranged ? 

Mrs. Know tes. Well, I don’t know quite what you mean by that. 

Mr. Sourwine. Do you have any knowledge as to how it was ar- 
ranged that this grant was made? 

Mrs. Know ies. You mean—well, make it—— 

Mr. Sourwine. Do you have any knowledge as to how it was ar- 
ranged that the Fund for the Republic would make this $5,000 
arrangement ? 

Mrs. Know.rs. Well, they came and asked us and talked with some 
of the people there, and that was it. 

Mr. Sourwine. Who did they come and talk to? 

Mrs. Knowtes. They came and talked to members of the library 
committee, 

Mr. Sourwine. Who talked to whom? Who came and who did 
they talk to? 

Mrs. Know.es. A representative from the Fund for the Republic 
in New York. 

Mr. Sourwtne. Do you know who? 

Mrs. Know.es. Miss Maureen Black came and spoke to various 
members of the library committee. 

Mr. Sourwtne. Do you know to whom she spoke? 

Mrs. Know es. I think it was all the members, with one exception; 
she was not available. That was Mrs. Paul Tapley—do you want 
the names? 

Mr. Sourwine. Well, if you say all the members except—— 

Mrs. Knowres. Except the treasurer, as far as I know. 

Mr. Sourwtne. That would identify them. 

Now, when was this visit made; before the grant was made? 

Mrs. Knowtes. Oh, yes; this was sometime last. winter. 

Mr. Sovrwtne, And what did they talk about? 

Mrs. Knowtes. Well, I wasn’t present when she talked with all the 
trustees, all the members of the committee. I mean, when she talked 
with me, there were several other committee members there. 

Mr. Sourwine. What did she talk about? 

Mrs. Know tes. She asked me about the library and the kind of peo- 
ple that came, whether it was children or adults, or how it was divided, 
and how I liked it in Plymouth Meeting and liked the library work, 
people; I mean, just ordinary 

Mr. Sourwrne. Did she tell you or the others that the Fund was 
going to make a grant or did she ask if a grant would be received, or 
what ? 

Mrs. Knowres. Well, I mean that was understood that it might be 
possible, but she certainly did not make any promises. 

Mr. Sourwrxe. How did it get to be understood? Had somebody 
made an application for a grant? 




















588 SUBVERSIVE INFLUENCE IN THE EDUCATIONAL PROCESS 


Mrs. Know es. 


Well, I don’t know. I am sure none of the members 


of the library committee did. 


Mr. SourwIne. 


Mrs. KNow es. 
Mr. Sourwine. 


Mrs. KNow .es. 


Mr. SourwIne. 


Did you? 

No, of course not. 

Did anyone on your behalf? 

Not as far as I know. 

If none of the library committee did and you did 


not and no one did on your behalf, there is hardly anyone who could 
have made such an application. 


Mrs. Know .es. 
Mr. Sourwine. 


be a grant? 


Mrs. KNowL_LEs. 


That I don’t know. 
But you say it was understood that there might 


Well, I mean she mentioned that this was—she was 


down in Pe for that purpose of investigating the situation, 
with this possibility in mind. 


Mr. SouRWIN E. 


o see if they could make a grant to the library for 


their courage in keeping you on the job? 
Ye 


Mrs. Know .es. 
Mr. SourRwIne. 
Mrs. KNow Les. 


winter. 
Mr. SourwIne. 


Mrs. KNow Les. 
Mr. SourwIne. 
Mrs. KNow tes. 
Mr. SourwIne. 
Mrs. Know es. 
Mr. Sourwine. 
Mrs. KNow es. 
Mr. SourwiIne. 


self ? 
Mrs. KNow.es 


Mr. SourwIne. 
Mrs. Know es. 


Mr. SourwIneE. 


resentative or official from the Fund for the 


es. 

That was in what month? 

I don’t remember what month it was. It was in the 
In the winter of what year? 

Or early spring last year. 

Early spring of 1954?¢ 

No, this year. Isn’t this 1955? 

Early spring of 1955. Well, you said last year. 
Oh, yes; I am sorry. 

In the early spring of 1955. 

Yes. 

Now, with whom did you discuss this grant your- 


You mean—well, that is all. 
That is all? 

Yes. 

Have you personally had any dealings with any re 


publie other than t 


one young lady you named ? 


Mrs. Know .ezs. 


Well, I met, of course, when the formal award was 


made in Plymouth Meeting in June, then I did meet the two other 


representatives. 


Mr. SourwItne. 
Mrs. Know es. 
Mr. SourwiIne. 


ent attorney ? 


Mrs. Know es. 
Mr. SourwIne. 


I mean before that time. 
No, I hadn’t. 
When did you first meet your attorney, your pres- 


You mean Mr. Sawyer? 
Yes. 


(Witness confers with her counsel.) 


Mrs. Know es. 
the last time. 
Mr. SourwIne. 


I think that was the 29th of Jul 


Yes, I met him the night before I came down here 
that I was here. 
How did you come to select him 


Mrs. Knowres. There is a young man who is a member of the 


religious Society 


of Friends who had been very much interested in 


the situation at Plymouth Meeting, and he suggested that I talk with 
Mr. Sawyer. 
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Mr. Sourwine. Who was that? 

Mrs. Know es. His name is Harry Sprogell. 

Mr. Sourwine. You know Mr. Sawyer to be a reputable and suc- 
cessful member of the Philadelphia bar ; do you not? 

Mrs. Knowtes. As far as I know, he is. 

Mr. Sourwrine. I say this, I make it ve clear, I am attempting 
to cast no oblique aspersions on counsel. The committee also knows 
Mr. Sawyer to be a reputable and successful member of the Phila- 
delphia bar. I simply want to have the record show you have been 
well represented by counsel. 

Mrs. KNowtes. Thank you. 

Mr. Sourwine. I think the record shows the number of times you 
have had opportunity to consult with counsel. 

I want to make one more statement, Mr. Chairman, if I may. 
It is the opinion of counsel that the witness is guilty of contempt of 
this committee. 

The witness has refused to answer a great many questions and the 
committee is still deprived of that information, and I think the witness 
should be offered one more opportunity after this statement to coop- 
erate with the committee if she is willing to do so. 

Will you, Mrs. Knowles, if we repeat some of these questions that 
you have refused to answer, consider answering them for the com- 
mittee or will you be steadfast in your refusal ? 

Mrs. Know.es. I must decline to answer them on jurisdictional 
grounds. 

Mr. Sourwtne. Mrs. Knowles, a final question, one of my col- 
leagues reminds me with a note that you have not yet answered for 
the record the question as to whether your present employer knew 
that you had been a member of the Communist Party. Would you 
answer that question ? 

Mrs. Knowtes. Just a minute. 

Senator JENNER. Let the record show that the witness confers before 
responding to the question. 

(Witness confers with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Knowtes. To the Library Committee after I had been or 
at the time, and then in writing, I had offered them voluntarily the 
statement that I was not a member of the Communist Party or any 
subversive organization, so they knew that. 

Mr. Sourwrne. Did they know that you had been a member of the 
Communist Party? 

Mrs. Knowtes. They did not ask me and I did not tell them. 

Senator Jenner. That is the answer. 

Mr. Sourwine. Mr. Chairman, at the conclusion, so that the record 
may be complete, I ask that the text of this article of the New York 
Times of Thursday, June 23, 1955, which was shown to the witness 
earlier, may be included in the record at the proper place. 

Senator Jenner. It may go into the record and become a part of it. 

(The document referred to appears at p. 565.) 

Mr. Sourwine. Mr. Chairman, I have no further questions. 

Senator Jenner. If there are no further questions, the committee 
will stand adjourned. 

(Whereupon, at 11:50 a. m., the subcommittee adjourned. ) 
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